
 

 

abc 9.3
Public report

  

Council                          17th January 2012 
 
Name of Cabinet Member: 
Councillor Linda Bigham
 
Director Approving Submission of the report:
Director of City Services and Development
 
Ward(s) affected:
Not Applicable  
 
Title: 
Authority for Attendance at Conference 
 
Is this a key decision?
No 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
This report seeks Council's approval to the attendance by a number of Coventry City Council 
officers at the MIPIM Conference 2012. 
 
Recommendation: 

 
The Council is asked to consider the matters set out in the call-in referred to at paragraph 1.3 of 
the report and to determine whether the officers referred to at paragraph 1.2 should attend the 
MPIM 2012 Conference. 

 
List of Appendices included

Attendance at Conference Form - MIPIM 2012 Conference (Appendix 1) 
 
Other useful background papers: 
 
Scrutiny call in form 
 
Has it or will it be considered by Scrutiny?  
 
No.  The decision of the Council will negate the requirement for the call-in to be determined by 
the  Scrutiny Coordination Committee. 
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Has it, or will it be considered by any other Council Committee, Advisory Panel or other 
body? 
 
Cabinet Member (City Development)
 
Will this report go to Council?  
 
Yes – 17th January 2012 
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Report title:  Authority for Attendance at MIPIM Conference 2012 
 
1. Context (or background) 
 

1.1 At the meeting of the Cabinet Member (City Development) held on 5th January 2012, the 
Cabinet Member considered an Attendance at Conference Form which sought approval 
for delegates to attend the Marche International Des Professionals De L'Immobilier – 
MIPIM 2012 Conference to be held in France between 6th to 9th March 2012. 

 
1.2 After due consideration of the report and the matters raised at the meeting, the Cabinet 

Member gave approval to attend the conference for Martin Reeves, Chief Executive, 
Martin Yardley, Director of City Services and Development, David Cockcroft, Assistant 
Director (City Centre and Development Services) and Deirdre Fitzhugh, Inward 
Investment and Destination Marketing Team Manager. 

 
1.3 The decision was called-in by Councillors Blundell, Mrs Dixon and Mrs Noonan on 11th 

January 2012:'To understand the rationale as to the number of Council paid attendees at 
the conference and to further enquire as to the nature of the sponsorship as verbally 
disclosed at the Cabinet meeting and whether or not this is intended to mitigate any costs 
incurred." 

 
1.4 This item has been referred to the Council as a late urgent item to be considered at this 

meeting. This is because if the Council wishes to secure attendance and representation 
at the conference, the necessary booking and associated arrangements will need to be 
made before the usual call in arrangements through the Scrutiny Co-ordination 
Committee can be carried out.   

  
2. Options considered and recommended proposal 
 

2.1 The Council can decide whether or not to grant approval for the named officers to attend 
the conference.  It is recommended that approval is given for the reasons set out in the 
Attendance at Conference Form which is attached to the report. 

       
3. Results of consultation undertaken
 
  Not applicable 
 
4. Timetable for implementing this decision 
 

4.1 If the Council approves attendance at the conference, the necessary booking 
arrangements will be made straight away. 

 
5. Comments from Director of Finance and Legal Services 
 

 5.1  Financial implications 
 

The cost of attendance can be contained within existing budgets should appropriate 
sponsorship not be identified to assist with these costs. 

 
 5.2  Legal implications 
 

None. 
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6. Other implications
 
None. 

 
Report author(s):  
 
Name and job title: Martin Yardley Director of City Services and Development 
 
Directorate: City Services and Development Directorate 
 
Tel and email contact: 02476 831200 martin.yardley@coventry.gov.uk 
 
Enquiries should be directed to the above person. 
 
Contributor/approver 
name 

Title Directorate or 
organisation 

Date doc 
sent out 

Date response 
received or 
approved 

Contributors:     
Legal: John Scarborough 
 

Corporate 
Governance & 
Litigation 
Manager 

Finance & Legal 13/1/12 13/1/12 

Names of approvers: 
(officers and members) 

    

Legal: Christine Forde Assistant 
Director (Legal 
Services) 

Finance & Legal 13/1/12 16/1/12 

Director: Martin Yardley Director of City 
Services and 
Development 

City Services and 
Development 

13/1/12 13/1/12 

Members: Councillor Linda 
Bigham 
 

Cabinet Member
(City 
Development) 

  16/1/12 

 
 
This report is published on the Council's website: 
www.coventry.gov.uk/meetings  










